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IIT Delhi to get two campuses in Haryana 
January 03, 2014  | 

http://www.indiaedunews.net/IIT/IIT_Delhi_to_get_two_campuses_in_Haryana_16615/ 

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi will soon be settingup two additional 

campuses in Haryana. They will focus on MBA and chemical engineering programmes, 

announced Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi director Professor Shevgaonkar last Sunday 

amidst other reforms. 

"We have been in talks with the Haryana government for the past one and a half years to 

set up our branch campuses there. Last week only, our deal materialised according to which we 

will get two campuses � one in Sonipat and the second one in Jhajjar," he announced at the 

first alumni meet here. 

 

"At the campus in Sonipat, we will run programmes for faculty development and executive MBA 

programme while at Jhajjar, our campus will be located very close to the AIIMS campus and we 

will partner the medical institute in the area of biological science, pharmacology and chemical 

engineering," he added.  

 

Indian Institute Technology (IIT)-Delhi on Sunday proposed the creation of an endowment pool 

with support from its alumni to fund world-class faculty development and to finance its research 

students for international exposure. 

 

 

Institute Director R K Shevgaonkar also asked the alumni in the industry to engage in 

developing a 21st century modern curriculum which is in sync with the changing professional 

landscape.  

 

The institute, he said, is also setting up a Centre for Cyber Security at Delhi and a Science and 

Technology Park at its Sonipat campus. 

 

"Everything is online and control is remote. It was felt that IIT-D is the most suitable to have a 

capacity building for cyber security in the country. The centre which shall start in the next 

session shall also undertake cutting-edge research in this field," he said, addressing the first-

ever alumni day. 

 

The event saw a gathering of large number of alumni, who have achieved success in their 

respective field including NIIT CEO and co-founder Vijay K Thadani, Fortis Healthcare president 

Daljit Singh, Principal Secretary to Gujarat Government Sanjay Nandan, Princeton University 

Head of Department of Electrical Engineering Department Sharad Mallik and Angel investor 

Deepak Mirza. 

 

http://www.haryanaeducation.net/
http://www.haryanaeducation.net/
http://www.indiaeducation.net/Medical/top10/aiims
http://www.gujarateducation.net/
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According to Shevgaonkar, "This alumni gathering opens a new chapter in the engagement of 

the alumni with the institute and its students, giving them greater opportunities to contribute to 

their alma mater's future." 

 

Mallik said, "For any institution to become world-class, it must strive to have a big impact on the 

society and IIT Delhi should gear up towards that." 

 

"A large number of alumni having excelled in the corporate, business, government and education 

fields have expressed their desire to give back to the institute as well as to the society," he said. 

 

"The alumni day meet has opened up various avenues and directions for them to contribute and 

fulfil their cherished dreams," said Mr Pravin Purang, President, IIT Delhi Alumni Association. 
 

With inputs from PTI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.indiaeducation.net/iit/delhi
http://www.indiaeducation.net/iit/delhi
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More IIT students take to research  
DC | 04th Jan 2014  

 

IIT-M director Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi (right), K Ananth Krishnan, CTO of Tata Consultancy Services (centre), and IIT-M 

dean (students) Prof. L.S. Ganesh, browse through the research magazine launched on Friday as part of Shaastra. —DC  

Chennai: Students are growing more interested in research of  late  at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), 

Madras, with 500 of them now actively involved in its research programme, according to its director, Prof. 

Bhaskar Ramamurthi. 

Releasing the second edition of its magazine , Immerse, focusing on the research done by its students and 

faculty hereon Friday, he revealed  the faculty-research scholar ratio was now 1:1 at the IIT-M. 

“ Some of the work done by the students has had commercial value as well,’’ he said, noting that the increase in 

the number of  research scholars would lead to greater interaction between them and undergraduate students. 

Meanwhile, dean (students ) of the IIT-M , Prof. L.S. Ganesh listed the main events of the four-day Shaastra 

festival that kicks off on January 4. 

Envisage, the first student-run tech show, is back in a  bigger and better avatar this year as part of the festival. 

IITians have geared up to set a world record for the largest colour display and are also  ready to take to the sky 

with Shaastra’s favourite Air Show.  

With world-renowned heli-flyers like Gunther Gold and 14-year-old Marian Mader likely to participate in the 

event, students are hoping it will be one of a kind and hold audiences spellbound.   
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Reunion of IIT-K 1979 batch begins 

TNN Jan 4, 2014, 12.13PM IST 

KANPUR: The three-day reunion of 1979 batch of ex-IITians began at IIT-K on Friday. 

The jubilation began, after the arrival of these ex-IITians on the campus. They hugged and greeted each other 

and moved around the campus to see the changes. 

The former students clicked photographs of each other and of the new buildings in the institute. Many of them 

had come with their families. 

The happiness of being back on the campus where they had studied was visible on their faces. Many of them 

also saw the labs where they used to work and went to the lecture hall complex to recall their good old days 

spent here. 

More and more ex-students kept on arriving on the campus as the day progressed and finally, the alumni meet 

was thrown open in a programme held in the evening. 

It was inaugurated by IIT-K director Indranil Manna and coordinated by Basant Joshi of 1979 batch. 

On the occasion, ex-student Jayanthi Murthy was given the alumnus award. 

After formal round of welcome and introduction, the ex-students and their spouses moved out to surround the 

bonfire which had been lit to beat the chill. 

Earlier, after lunch, the ex-IITians reached the airstrip of the institute and took a ride on the glider. 

The fun and frolic went on for long. Several activities were held to entertain the alumni and their family 

members. 

Academia-industry gap puzzles IIT-M, leading corporates 

TNN Jan 4, 2014, 06.59AM IST 

  

CHENNAI: What happens when a research idea comes out of IIT-Madras? The question and a debate over the 

answers engaged the panellists at a late-evening discussion on "breaking boundaries in research between 

academia and industry" at Shaastra 2014 Confluence at IIT-M on Friday. 

Chemical engineering professor Raghunathan Rengaswamy said if the issue was about the gap between research 

and academia, one of the issues may be the lack of excitement on the part of industry. "The moment we present 

an idea before industry, question is whether the product is global or local. That is the target of industry when 

there is an innovative idea." 

Throughout the discussion, both groups voiced concerns and anxieties, indirectly answering the complaint that 

research from Indian institutes, including IITs, was not enough. Madhulika Dixit, a biotechnology professor, 

said the problem was that India being a 'BPO country', eventually spoiled the growth of key research potentials 

in many other sectors. "For example, we lack large-scale research and development funding in biotechnology, 
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pharma, agriculture-driven industries," she said. "Industry should consider long-term funding for these sectors 

and industry should keep revenue for further research programmes too. 

Boeing research and technology-India managing director Bala Bharadvaj said researchers should have a clue 

about the end-user of their product. "Just because a research is interesting (for the researcher or the institution), 

it need not be purchased by industry. They should always think about an end-user, or a customer for their 

product," he said. Let research start from problems, and industry will come to you, he told 'academia.' 

"Relevance is one of the major problems we find with many ideas. Boeing always looks to solutions for 

problems from Indian institutes and researchers. We will continue to do that," he said. 

K Ananth Krishnan of Tata Consultancy Services, who delivered the key-note address, said premium Indian 

research institutes were already picking up world class research programmes. Indian research campuses would 

see the integration of various sectors such as computational and experimental, biotechnology research 

programmes in the coming years and decades. 

Kejriwal sent invite for IIT-Kharagpur alumni meet 

Sabyasdachi Bandopadhyay : Kolkata, Sun Jan 05 2014, 00:54 hrs IE 

The alumni meet of the class of 1989 at IIT-Kharagpur would have been a regular get-together of old friends 

going down memory lane but for Arvind Kejriwal, the new chief minister of Delhi, who has been invited to the 

meet. Kejriwal graduated from this institute in mechanical engineering in 1989.  

While it is yet not known if Kejriwal will attend the meet or not, his hostel mates at Nehru Hall, where he 

stayed for five years, from 1985 to 1989, have written to him to drop in "at least for a few hours". The three-day 

alumni meet starts January 17.  

"Given his busy schedule we don't know whether he will be able to make it or not. We have requested him to 

come over and spend some time with us. The meet will be a great moment for us as one of our friends has 

become the chief minister of Delhi,'' said Rajeev Sharaf of the department of civil engineering, who stayed at 

Nehru Hall with Kejriwal and is his good friend.  

Saikat Sarkar, another former hostelmate of Kejriwal and friend, said: "We will be very happy if he comes to 

his alma mater. We will celebrate anyway but If Arvind comes, it will give us more reasons to be happy,'' 

Sarkar, who stays in Kolkata, said.  

The last time Kejriwal came to Kharagpur was in 2009 when he received the Distinguished Alumnus Award 

from the institute.  

Sharaf, who runs a business and is now in Delhi, said eight inmates of Nehru Hall from the class of 1989 have 

confirmed their visit to Kharagpur. About 100 alumni of that year are coming, Sharaf added. The alumni meet 

will have students who have completed 25 years, 40 years and 50 years. 

 

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tata-consultancy-services-ltd/stocks/companyid-8345.cms
http://www.indianexpress.com/columnist/sabyasdachibandopadhyay/
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Ex-IITian develops power converter to prevent energy loss 

TNN Jan 4, 2014, 12.10PM IST 

 
  

KANPUR: Umesh Kumar Mishra, a faculty member of University of California, who had come to attend the 

35th reunion of the batch of 1979 at IIT-K, has developed a power converter which is capable of converting AC 

power into DC and vice versa. The converter had been developed, aiming to lower down the energy loss during 

the conversion of power. 

Mishra said: "We have developed this power converter, realising that around 15% of the power goes for a waste 

when the conversion is done. The converter reduces the energy loss to just 2%. Therefore, the major property of 

this converter is that it efficiently converts the power either from AC to DC or DC to AC." 

The converter uses a semi-conductor named gallium nitride. The demand for the power converter is on the rise 

in US. It is being used in Japan since 2012. 

People have started using the power converters for domestic use, he added. 

He had first demonstrated this product in Japan with a Japanese partner in November 2012. 

"My company will start the mass production of the power converters both in US and Japan. The product will be 

sold in the markets of US, Japan, China and Taiwan," he said. 

When questioned about the cost, Mishra mentioned that every new technology costs high in the beginning but 

costs less when the mass manufacturing begins. Therefore, the cost of the product will come down in the times 

to come. 

Talking about the application at the domestic level, Mishra said that the power converters can be used with solar 

panels, inverters, laptops etc. 

Recalling the first major research work done for NASA in US, Mishra said, "I and three other members of my 

team had developed an amplifier after a hard work of two-and-a-half-year which was attached with the 

spacecraft and launched in the space. The amplifier helped in receiving clear signals (images) of the space. This 

work was done in 1986." 

He informed that the spacecraft later moved out of our solar system (went into deep space) but still sometimes 

at a very slow pace, the amplifier sends the images of the outer space. 

The high-end technology used in the amplifier has gone a long way in serving several fields, including its use in 

the direct to home service which is popularly known as D2H. 

"As the time moved ahead, the technology evolved itself and the size of the amplifier became small and its use 

increased manifold in different products," he said. 

Mishra completed his BTech in electrical engineering from IIT-K in 1979. He pursued his PhD from Cornell 

University. 
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Engg Colleges Under UGC Till AICTE Gets its Act Together 

By S Mannar Mannan / U Anand Kumar | ENS - COIMBATORE/NEW DELHI  

Published: 04th January 2014 07:24 AM  

Last Updated: 04th January 2014 07:25 AM  

It’s official. Engineering colleges and other technical institutions would be governed by the University Grants 

Commission 

for the coming academic year. However, this is an interim measure until such time the Union HRD Ministry 

sets out to amend the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) Act to give it jurisdiction over 

technical education programmes. 

Affiliation of BE/BTech and other technical courses was in limbo for 2014-15 as confusion had reigned 

supreme over the regulation of technical education programmes in the country following a Supreme Court 

verdict divesting the AICTE from governing these courses. In the absence of clear cut directions, all technical 

universities in the country had deferred granting affiliation to engineering colleges and technical institutions. 

“The HRD Ministry at a meeting held in New Delhi on December 31 decided to grant the power of regulating 

technical institutions to the UGC. The draft regulation for technical institutions will be finalised at UGC’s next 

meeting on January 10,” UGC Vice Chairman H Devaraj told Express in Coimbatore on Friday. The draft 

regulations seek to empower respective State universities to receive applications, scrutinise them and grant 

approval for existing and new technical institutions in the country. 

In a related development, Union Higher Education Secretary Ashok Thakur said the AICTE Act would be 

amended to “basically restore the earlier powers of the AICTE.” 
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Mumbai University suspends prof for 'exposing' vice-

chancellor 

Sunday, Jan 5, 2014, 10:36 IST | Place: Mumbai | Agency: DNA 

Vinamrata Borwankar   

The University of Mumbai on Saturday issued a letter of suspension to its professor from the economics 

department, Neeraj Hatekar, for allegedly misinforming the media about irregularities by the vice-chancellor 

and, hence, breaching the code of conduct. 

The suspension order has come days after the professor held a press conference on December 12, ‘exposing’ 

vice-chancellor Rajan Welukar for mismanagement of the university. 

“The university has issued the suspension letter to Hatekar for misinforming the media and not abiding by the 

code of conduct,” said a varsity official. 

Hatekar feels the suspension order is the university’s way of counter attacking. “All my allegations are 

supported by documents and, hence, cannot be misinformation. Just because I tried to expose the people in 

power, they have handed me a suspension letter,” he said. 

“They will now conduct a departmental inquiry into the matter and take their own sweet time to come to a 

conclusion. Till then, I have no choice but to wait with my hands folded,” he added. 

In his press conference, the professor, as part of a group called Joint Action Committee for Improvement of 

Higher Education, had levelled allegations such as failure to collect its share of annual student fees from 

colleges, several co-opted members on the boards of studies not being qualified, unusable lecture halls, 

malpractices in conduct of examinations and dilution of the qualifications for being a PhD guide. The group had 

urged the governor to demand Welukar’s resignation. 

The varsity refuted the allegations following Hatekar’s press conference and alleged that he had himself 

violated rules. “The information provided by Neeraj Hatekar has been provided with an ulterior motive and are 

based only half set of information (sic),” said a statement issued by the university. 

The statement said Hatekar, who has been a member of the Board of Studies for the past three years, had 

attended the meetings only once. 

Hatekar has been associated with the university for over 20 years and has over 40 published papers to his credit. 

He has also been a part of various committees in the university. 
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