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11T Delhi to get two campuses in Haryana

January 03, 2014 |
http://www.indiaedunews.net/lIIT/IIT_Delhi_to_get_two_campuses_in_Haryana_16615/

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi will soon be settingup two additional
campuses in Haryana. They will focus on MBA and chemical engineering programmes,
announced Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi director Professor Shevgaonkar last Sunday
amidst other reforms.

"We have been in talks with the Haryana government for the past one and a half years to
set up our branch campuses there. Last week only, our deal materialised according to which we
will get two campuses ¢ one in Sonipat and the second one in Jhajjar," he announced at the
first alumni meet here.

"At the campus in Sonipat, we will run programmes for faculty development and executive MBA
programme while at Jhajjar, our campus will be located very close to the AIIMS campus and we
will partner the medical institute in the area of biological science, pharmacology and chemical
engineering," he added.

Indian Institute Technology (IIT)-Delhi on Sunday proposed the creation of an endowment pool
with support from its alumni to fund world-class faculty development and to finance its research
students for international exposure.

Institute Director R K Shevgaonkar also asked the alumni in the industry to engage in
developing a 21st century modern curriculum which is in sync with the changing professional
landscape.

The institute, he said, is also setting up a Centre for Cyber Security at Delhi and a Science and
Technology Park at its Sonipat campus.

"Everything is online and control is remote. It was felt that IIT-D is the most suitable to have a
capacity building for cyber security in the country. The centre which shall start in the next
session shall also undertake cutting-edge research in this field," he said, addressing the first-
ever alumni day.

The event saw a gathering of large number of alumni, who have achieved success in their
respective field including NIIT CEO and co-founder Vijay K Thadani, Fortis Healthcare president
Daljit Singh, Principal Secretary to Gujarat Government Sanjay Nandan, Princeton University
Head of Department of Electrical Engineering Department Sharad Mallik and Angel investor
Deepak Mirza.


http://www.haryanaeducation.net/
http://www.haryanaeducation.net/
http://www.indiaeducation.net/Medical/top10/aiims
http://www.gujarateducation.net/
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According to Shevgaonkar, "This alumni gathering opens a new chapter in the engagement of
the alumni with the institute and its students, giving them greater opportunities to contribute to
their alma mater's future."

Mallik said, "For any institution to become world-class, it must strive to have a big impact on the
society and IIT Delhi should gear up towards that."

"A large number of alumni having excelled in the corporate, business, government and education
fields have expressed their desire to give back to the institute as well as to the society," he said.

"The alumni day meet has opened up various avenues and directions for them to contribute and
fulfil their cherished dreams," said Mr Pravin Purang, President, IIT Delhi Alumni Association.

With inputs from PTI


http://www.indiaeducation.net/iit/delhi
http://www.indiaeducation.net/iit/delhi
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Only 10% students have access
to higher eduion in country

lumlmrﬂ:n[ns

New Delhi: Access to education
beyond higher secondary school-
ing is a mere 10% among the
university-age population in In-
dia. This is the finding of a re-
port “Intergenerational and
Regional Differentials in Higher
Education in India” authored by
development economist, Abu-
saleh Shariff of the Delhi-based
Centre for Research and Debates
in Development Policy and Amit
Sharma, research analyst of the
National Council of Applied
‘Economic Research.

The report says that a huge
disparity exists - as far as access
to higher education is concerned
—across gender, socio-economic
religious groups and geographi-
cal regions. The skew is most
marked across regions. Thus, a
dalit or Muslim in south India,
though from the most disadvan-
taged among communities,
would have better access to
higher education than even up-
per caste Hindus in many other
regions. Interestingly, people liv-

Tribals and dalits fare
the worst with just
1.8% having any higher
education.

Similarly,
only 2.1% of Muslims
and a mere 2% of the
rural population is
able to go for further
learning opportunities

ing in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal - designated as the
north central region - and those
in northeast India have the worst
access to higher education.
Those in southern India and in
the northern region - consisting
of Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab,

Himachal , Uttarakhand,
Chandigarh, Haryana and Delhi
- are relatively better placed in
this regard.

In the age group 22-35 years,
over 15% in the northern re-
gion and 13% in the southern
region have access to higher
education. In the north-central
region, the number is just 10%
for men and 6% for women
whereas in the northeast, only
8% men and 4% women have

DIM SCENARIO: A huge disparity exists in opportunities available for
higher learning based on the student's gender, religion and region

access to higher education.

The report, brought out by the
US-India Policy Institute in Wash-
ington, is based on data from the
64th round of NSSO survey 2007-
08. It throws up quite a few other
interesting facts. For instance,
among communities, tribals and
dalits fare worst with just 1.8% of
them having any higher educa-
tion. Muslims are almost as badly
off, with just 2.1% able to go for
further learning. Similarly, just
2% of therural population is edu-
cated beyond higher secondary
level, compared to 12% of the ur-
ban population and just 3% of
women got a college education
compared to 6% of men.

South India offers the best op-
portunities for socially inclusive
access to higher education includ-
ing technical education and edu-
cation in English medium. For
instance, the share of Hindu SC/
ST in technical education in south
India is about 22%, and the
share of Muslims
25%. These were the
lowest shares among
all communities in south
India. But this was higher
than the share of most
communities including
Hindu OBCs and upper”
caste Hindus in most
other regions. South In-
dia also has the high-
est proportion of
higher education in
the private sector
at about 42%, fol- -
lowed by western

India where it is 22%. The north-
east has the least privatized high-
er education sector and is almost
entirely dependent on govern-
ment-run or aided institutions.
Not surprisingly, government
institutions are the cheapest
places to study at, with annual
expenditures ranging from less
than Rs 1,000 to arqund Rs 1,500,
except in north and south India,
where the average is above Rs
2,000. Both private and private-
aided institutions are quite costly,
making them difficult to access
for the poor: With little regulation
of the quality of education and
cost differentials, the poor and
deprived are often trapped in low

, quality education, the report

points out. It adds that although
free education is provided at
school level, it is almost non-ex-
istent at higher levels.

The report also compares In-
dia’s low 10% access to higher
education with Chi-

Share of those in
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higher education enrolled in

technical courses (%)

South 22| 25| 37| 38/ 33
North - S ek ol 2238
Northcentral| 4| 8| 13] 19] 7
Central 17| 16| 13| 26| 21
Western T A )
Northeast | 1/ 6] 9| 5/ 5
South 71 8] 12] 2| 23
North TR
North Central 4 3 6l 20 15
Central 3l s| 6l 25| 10
Western 5 Ll 925 22
Northeast s 6138

Jharkhand | Orissa

Dadra & Nagar Haveli
NORTHEAST— Assam

SOUTH- Andhra Pradesh | Karnataka | Lakshadweep,
Kerala | Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry | Andaman & Nicobar

NORTH- Jammu & Kashmir | Himachal Pradesh | Punjab,
Chandigarh | Uttarakhand | Haryana, Delhi

NORTH CENTRAL— Uttar Pradesh | Bihar | West Bengal
CENTRAL— Madhya Pradesh | Rajasthan | Chhattisgarh,

WESTERN— Gujarat | Maharashtra | Goa | Daman & Diu |

Nagaland | Manipur | Mizoram | Tripura | Meghalaya

| Sikkim | Arunachal Pradesh |

na’s 22% enrolment
Since the early 1990s,

and the 28% enrolment in the US.
China’s post-secondary enrolments

grew from 5 million to 27 million, while India’s expand-
ed from 5 million to just 13 million, says the report, while
emphasising that higher education has the potential to

enhance productivity and economic value both at

the individual and national levels.

“The government has to urgently

address the geographical skew in

the availability of higher educa-
tion facilities in the two regions
of north-east and north-central,”
says Shariff. “The central region,
comprising Chhattisgarh, MP,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Odi-
sha, too needs attention. There is

so much talk about a Harvard in In-
dia. I say, give two hoots to Harvard.

What we need are thousands of
colleges that can offer -
professional courses so that
youngsters can improve their

skills and become employable.”
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the age when they are
able to learn from their
own mistakes, a development
that is about to turn the digital

C OMPUTERS have entered

Indian Express ND 05-Jan-14 p.1g

Brainlike computers,
learning from experience

New computing approach is based on biological nervous system, specifically on how neurons react to

stimuli and connect with other neurons to interpret information

then moved to its main memory.
The new processors consist of
electronic components that can be
connected by wires that mimic bi-
ological synapses. Because they
are based on large groups of neu-
ron-like elements, they are known

world on its head. as neuromorphic processors, a
‘The first commercial version of term credited to the California In-
the new computer chip is sched- stitute of Technology physicist
uled to be released this year. Not Carver Mead, who pioneered the
ly can it autom concept in the late 1980s.
i P‘dnnﬂn 8 They are not “programmed”.
— for example, moving a robot’s Rather the connections are
arm smoothly and efficiently— but “weighted” according to correla-
it can also sidestep and even toler- tions in data that the processor has
ate errors, y the already “learned”. Those weights
term “computer crash” obsolete. are then altered as data flows in to
The new the chip, causing them to “spike”.
already in use by some large tech- ‘That generates a signal that travels
nology companies, is based on the to other components and changes
biological nervous system, specif- the neural network, in essence pro-
ically on how neurons react to gramming the next actions.
stimuli and connect with other “Instead of bringing data to
neurons to interpret information. it computation, we can now bring
Itallows computers to absorb new . 4 computation to data,” said Dr
information while carrying outa  Kwab hen holding a biol Ily inspired p attached to a robotic arm. ~NvT Dharmendra Modha, an IBM com-
task, and adjust what they do . puter scientist who leads the com-
based on the changing signals. ing computing systems to some-  asa neural network, to performan Until now, the design of com-  pany’s cognitive computing re-
In coming years, the approach  thing that has many of the charac-  identification task without super-  puters was dictated by ideas origi- ~ search. The new computers, which
will make possible a new genera-  teristics of biological computing,”  vision. It scanned a database of 10  nated by the physicist John von are still based on silicon chips, will
tion of artificial intelligence sys-  said Larry Smar;, an astrophysicist ~ million images, andlndomgso, Neumann about 65 years ago. Mi-  not replace today’s computers but
tems that will perform some func-  who directs the California Institute  trained itself t p perfi perati will augment them, for now.
tions that humans do with ease: for Telecommunications and Infor- In June, the company smd it at lightning speed, followinz in- IBM and Qualcomm, as well as
see, speak, listen, navigate, manip- manon1bchnology had used those neural network structions programmed usinglong  the Stanford research team, have
ulate and control. That can hold hini develop a new search scrmyoflsmd()s.meystmetht already designed nemomorphic
enormous consequences for tasks limkedbywhattheyhavebeen service to help c find spe- ly in whatis  processors, and
like facial and speech recognition, ~ programmed to do. Computer vi- ~ cific photos more accurately. known, culhqv.dnny,asmnyei- wddmltlsmmhgoutthkyeu
navigation and planning, whichare  sion systuns, for example, only The new approach, used in therin the processoritself, inadja-  with a commercial version.
still in elementary stages and rely " objects that can be  hardware and software, is being omtmagedﬁysainhlghum- “That reflects the zeitgeist,”
heavﬂyunhunmnpmgmmming sdenﬁﬁedbythem-omed driven by the explosion of scientific  pacity magnetic disk drives. said Terry Sejnowski, a computa-
i say the p d into |} ledge about the brain The data — forinmnm,mm tional neuroscientist at the Salk
stylemndeard:ewayformbms thmAnalgorithmxslihamdpe Kwabena Boahen, a computer sci- foradimmmodelor Institute, who pioneered early bio-
thatcanwulkanddﬂvemﬁwphym amofmpby—stq’ entist who lead fi i lemrsforword ng — are i pired algorith
x:alwodd ugh a thinki P acalculati Silicon research said shuuhdinandomofthepmm- knmdleteiswm&
mpum-mpleofnd» But last year, Google re- - thatthatwas also it as  sor's short-term memory while ' thing and
ence fiction, is still far off. seamhezswereabletogeta ma-  scientists are far from fully - thempuuurﬂsmthepm— trying to find out what it is.”
“We're moving from chine-1 Igorithm, known di grammed action. The result is NYT

In just five years, all of the world's refrigerators,
televisions, cell phones, computers and
electronic devices destined for disposal or
recycling will grow by 33 per cent, according to
a recent study released by the United Nations

world every year

uled to close by 2013
A GOVERNMENT authori:

d e-waste

MILLIONS of tonnes of electronic waste (50 million in 2012) is produced all overthe !

EVERY DAY worldwide, an estimated 123,000 metric tonnes of damaged, obsolete oy
simply unwanted electrical and electronic devices become e-waste

THE BASEL CONVENTION of 1992 on e-waste says some of the most hazardous sub- us
stances — arsenic, cadmium, lead, mercury and PCBs — are found in household e-

ABOUT 120 million phones were discarded worldwide in 2010

UN HAS warned that future US exports of e-waste will end up in India, as the only other
glass-to-glass furnaces in the world (in China and Malaysia) are sched-

E-

Recycling

pose the copper wires

Parisaraa, which was set up in 2005, aims to convert waste into
raw material using cost-effective measures

= To extract the small quantity of gold, capacitors are
melted down over a charcoal fire

 Plastic on the electrical cords is bumt in barrels to ex-

m Each computer yields about US $6 worth of material

| | A
THE UNITED NATIONS PREDICTION BY 2017
E-WASTE WILL BE 33 PER CENTHIGHER AT 72.09 MILUON TONNES |

2012 m
2017 T

200
times the
weight of
the Empire
State
Building

mm‘

T v 1

| EWASTE
| countRies '
| A

' RUSSIA
| C UK

SOUTH AFRICA
SWEDEN

o

Source: UN StEP Initiative
NORWAY: In an effort to generate energy, they import
waste. Between October 2012 and April 2013, UK paid to
send 45,000 tonnes of waste to the country.
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THOUGHT
BUBBLES

Brainwave A growing tribe of
global Indians are seeking
knowledge, fostering fruitful
collaborations at TED-like idea
conferences held across India

HumairaAnsari ... In203, TEDX Gateway for instance, saw
« humaira ansarfhindustanties com 8,000 applications, up from 350 in 2010; the
number of applications at INK rose from
“I'm not ner in 150in Andatthe
front of so many people. But I Festival, 125in
to board an airplane and stay in a five- 2012 to 350 in 2013.
star hotel for this conference, * says Sunil m“
Pl st g il som-mﬂnimndm SPA?
con-
digital dictionaries in 22 Indian languages  ferences, where a carefully curated list B Wmmwmm
and ag d  of sp their thy “People today MMWMM
‘pharmacy, to make higher educationmore  secrets of their creativity and success? Posnringedeg 2 Bangalore-based company that aims to
English.speaking stud “In theS0s and 505, movie jobs. A person stieogthenties ki i Ko Us condor. -
“Iam a cannabis farmer;” says Sanvar  were a big thing; in the '80s, it was concerts, could hold a day EDITIONS HELD IN Pune, Maharashtra;
Oberoi, 23, an agricultural entrepreneur and the '90s were all about fashion shows,” job and be an Jaipur, Rajasthan; and Kochi, Kerala.
and founder of Boheco, a Mumbai-based says Yadav, of the Indian Memory Project. amateur writer mmummmmm
company that uses industrial hemp to “Today, it has become aspirational to be part awine connois- lﬂllmdu
make bricks, oil and fabrics. of curated gatherings such as these.” seur. People want aross %
“Family photos and the stories behind According to Parmesh Shahani, 37, a to expose them- g

them areour best chance to preserve cul-  ‘TED fellow and founder of the Godrej India | selves fo diverse

y; 21 lakh for three days

Mumbai-based, and % Sich: tna i mhhhﬁhmm
o the i Memory Projc o digtol . okl neresiog omplerity ¥ e ole sl o
N mngmmmmwm :l‘:‘tmus"todo me
of Knandbahaleand Oberofs they le in their own personaland | - Raiv Dingra, m’““""mﬁ_
woochooat e INE ieaeconkr _ profamicnal iourneys” SRR pout i
ence in October; Yadav's at i-based Shiv
Mumbafs TEDx Gatewayin ~adds that these conferences signal a com- mmm
7 i modification of the knowledge of the hy )
digital linguist, an agricul- day-long annual conclave hosted In two edi-
“Instead of saying I met Shah Rukh mnmummmm
rapher might seem like an odd Khan, it's become far more exciting mm-nwmu
of speakers,butitis  tosaylmet Noam hasn't it?” he
says.
Oberoi and Yadav on a common platform INK and TEDx are curating a bazaar of ~ oy
. that is making such inter-disciplinary con- Mmqwdmﬂum g
Bex e thir X in  appeals most to them.”
For Mumbai-based Deepa Thomas, 37, v
anechlﬂegbmmmmlnantld who attended The Goa Project’s maiden
where initiative and creative thinkingoften edition in March and TEDx Gateway in
determine success, innovation hasbecomea  Mumbai in ich « Abhilash Tomy,
key attribute. ter new connections. Lt Commander
What started in 2000 with global ideas con- L“lwmﬂddag_plmywbnﬂwboth!! of the Indian -
W&n&m%mm il . Navy, the first un‘:n&mﬁm Next adition to be held in Goa I Feb 2014 of the audienc e st -
under the TEDxabel,has proeraed focr. _thee ctiths, | Mmtapariors d putting “WHEN THERE IS FOOD ONTHE TABLE | achieuers, entrepre
ateavirt oran my in India. Many ntel- | 4POFS0R | togother — curating speakers, fering 0 g avuncghceopty and posry.. | 58 BONIEE nderpid M i e
ised idea lectual global Indians with high disposable wnmmmmum_p toflow. | think the Indian boomthat | SONPIERESecion 3 ¢ 16 to 30, The
mpmﬂneeyunhvennﬁnbm incomes are well-networked, curious and of the globe, J started since the 20005 is now getting to the mw’mm‘hm
of INK and the United Nations Young tech-savvy They want tosee India evolve. | SP0ke about his T eing NIt e puting o thasie Do s e st sk and, . | e aniaiy
Changemakers Conclave, both founded and change, and they want tobeanactive | lourmey at the show;” says INK founder Lakshmi Pratury. w""m "whg‘"m ~Trisha Shetty
in2010; Influencer Con Mumbaiandthe  partof that change.” fourth edition of | g, }ve lights, camera, set design and i 00 K o s
Mindscape in202;and Snigdha Manchanda, 9, Goabusedtea | TEUXC™a¥: | actors, who are our speakers.” e e eorienar | MINDSCAPE FESTIVAL
‘The Goa Project, launched last year — all mmuzamnmmsmd.w For TEDx Gateway curator and TEDx or an unfinished work, and a" A three-day ideas festival launched by
e P ey ey d coll '{"‘" d, i R v"y;‘\“ mw’nhmwﬁm
such summits serve as a sort of at a more professional level. The toughest o The objective is to look beyond the world of
“brain spa’ for young entrepreneurs, part, he says, is to filter applications, which Influencer Con architecture and design for new ideas, sto-
this year stood at a whopping 8,000 for only A global N ries and experiences. —_—
social workers, students, tea sommeliers and Yorker Phillp in2011. After London | FORMAT: About ten to twelve speakers talk P
The “There was this visually challenged girl, Mumbai was the third city to for about 25 minutes each followed by a
fivestar hotel auditoriums with mood lights, for example, who had mentioned on radio ‘become part of the In in moderated Q&A session.
'multi-camera set-ups, and designer stages, to that she wants to attend TEDx 2012, ﬂum ENTRY IS FREE
popup tents. Most arganisers rely on spon- o e AL Vet || e panelists across i AT Rk SR L
sors, who are usually allocated free seats. attended.” mwmmmﬁm
People talk, listen, schmooze and network, Much of the coordination and organisa- and -Soon, the “m’m“m
‘gt 3 I tion is done by a network of omqunity pins fo hust sinaber arentihs ot »
Attendees pay anything 10 Allinall, agree, it's worth the - &
o as AR boutac Wit modb v : FORMAT Tt o bt etween mwwmumﬂg
e A e e Pt __"""'“‘ Nodamins of thefomat can oty bog guad,
+ asurge in applications. not a luxury but a necessity to innovate.”
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A new study has suggested that more
mid-life job stress means more health
problems during old age. The research
from Finland found that both physical
and mental job strain were linked to ill-
ness later in life.

m.mdmmmmm
&’ sector employees who were
surveyed about two decades ago.

Hindustan Times ND 05-Jan-14

p-17

KICK THE BUTT FOR A SOUND SLEEP

Smoking disrupts the body clock allel inflammation and depressed levels of
function in both the lungs and the brain, brain locomotor activity.
ﬂmebynﬂnlnsproducﬁvesleep,leadins Short- and long- term smoking decreased
to cognitive dysfunction, mood amolecule known as SIRTUIN1 (SIRT1,
dqu-s!onmdanxietsanewatudy an anti-aging molecule) and this reduc-
claims. The study links cigarette smoke tion altered the level of the clock protein
with both pulmonary and neurophysi- (BMALY) in both lung and brain tissues
ological dysfunction. that is also seen in lung tissue from human

Tobacco smoke affects clock gene expres-  smokers and people with chronic obstruc-
 sion rhythms in the lung by producingpar-  tive pulmonary disease.
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In the New Year, resolve to take up a
fresh fitness regime with a daily walk as an
important part of it. Walking is enjoyable,
helps in burning fat and is pocket-friendly
too. Stepping out for a walk is a cheap

and fun way to achieve the recommended
150 minutes of physical activity a week.
According to health experts, walking is
especially great if you're new to exercise, as
it’s gentle and can be built up slowly. So for-
get about the expensive gym

and make a resolution you can stick to in
2014: Get walking.
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lITians get drawn into
Modi vs Kejri battle

Gu1 CM To Step Up Inductlon Of Bnght Youth lnto BJP

Ahmedahad: If you thought
the comment by outgoing In-
fosys director V Balakrish-
nan—that Aam Aadmi Party
was the best start-up ever by
an IIT-ian — would push the
best brains towards the
winds of political change
blowing across the country,
pause to ponder. For, alumni
of the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) already
form the heavy artillery in

Narendra Modi’sarmouryas.

he draws political strategy to
capture power in Delhi.

But the Gujarat chief
minister has now competi-
tion from AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal, an IITian himself,
who is finding support in
premier institutes and

among the urban, educated

middle class — a constituen-
cy that Modi has been trying
togeton board.

Last year, Modi started

building an army of bright

youths through his Citizens
for Accountable Governance
(CAG) initiative. This was in
anticipation that much of
the political battle would be
fought in the theatre of the
youth. Almost half of the 60-
odd founder members of
CAG are IIT-ians. They quit
from renowned organiza-
tions like Oracle, AT Kear-
ney,JP Morgan, Google, IBM,
Deutsche Bank and McKin-
sey, just to be part of Modi’s
think-tank.

The second tier compris-
es around 200 short-term
members — around half of
them again IIT-ians — who
form the core of Citizens for
Accountable Governance,
which has 60,000 footsoldiers
from good colleges across
the country.

After the emergence of
Arvind Kejriwal and the
groundswell of support for
AAP from premier institutes,

Modi plans to graft the CAG

army of 60,000 into the BJP
apparatus in a dozen impor-
tant states. Within the next
couple of months, almost
20% of BJP’s active base will
comprise these volunteers.
“Immediately after the
win in assembly polls in De-
cember 2012, Modi started to
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build a platform to connect -

with first-time voters and
youths from urban areas.

CAG was launched in

mid-2013 and the fact that Mo-

di spent eight hours at an

event organized by Citizens
for Accountable Governance
on October 2 suggests how
deeply the chief minister is
interested,” said a Modi aide.

The Gujarat CM is learnt

to haveadvised ShivrajSingh

Chouhan and Raman Singh
to take help from CAG volun-

teers during the assembly
polls in Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. “The interest
in these two states on what

CAG can do increased after
AAP'srecentsurge,” hesaid.



HT Kolkata

lIT-Kap to hold Spring Fest

KOLKATA: IIT Kharagpur would
celebrate the 55th edition of
Spring Fest from January 23 to
26. More than 80 events have
been lined up for the gala event,
which will offer students a plat-
form to showcase their versatile
talent and competitive spirit.
The first edition of Spring Fest
was held in 1960, making it one
of the oldest cultural festivals in
India, Over the last 55 years, it
has grown exponentially,
encompassing the aspirations
and enthusiasm of students
from all across the country. The
Fest has been successful in rais-
ing funds for its activities
through corporate deals with
companies. The previous edition
had over a hundred sponsors
and partners. Spring Fest has
also aligned with such organisa-
tions as CRY, UNESCO, Ministry
of Environments and Forests
and Green Peace to forward its
social causes. HTC
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More IIT students take to research
DC | 04th Jan 2014

[IT-M director Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi (right), K Ananth Krishnan, CTO of Tata Consultancy Services (centre), and [IT-M
dean (students) Prof. L.S. Ganesh, browse through the research magazine launched on Friday as part of Shaastra. —DC

Chennai: Students are growing more interested in research of late at the Indian Institute of Technology (I1T),
Madras, with 500 of them now actively involved in its research programme, according to its director, Prof.
Bhaskar Ramamurthi.

Releasing the second edition of its magazine , Immerse, focusing on the research done by its students and
faculty hereon Friday, he revealed the faculty-research scholar ratio was now 1:1 at the 1IT-M.

“ Some of the work done by the students has had commercial value as well,”” he said, noting that the increase in
the number of research scholars would lead to greater interaction between them and undergraduate students.

Meanwhile, dean (students ) of the IIT-M , Prof. L.S. Ganesh listed the main events of the four-day Shaastra
festival that kicks off on January 4.

Envisage, the first student-run tech show, is back in a bigger and better avatar this year as part of the festival.

IITians have geared up to set a world record for the largest colour display and are also ready to take to the sky
with Shaastra’s favourite Air Show.

With world-renowned heli-flyers like Gunther Gold and 14-year-old Marian Mader likely to participate in the
event, students are hoping it will be one of a kind and hold audiences spellbound.
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Reunion of 11'T-K 1979 batch begins

TNN Jan 4, 2014, 12.13PM IST

KANPUR: The three-day reunion of 1979 batch of ex-11Tians began at I1T-K on Friday.

The jubilation began, after the arrival of these ex-11Tians on the campus. They hugged and greeted each other
and moved around the campus to see the changes.

The former students clicked photographs of each other and of the new buildings in the institute. Many of them
had come with their families.

The happiness of being back on the campus where they had studied was visible on their faces. Many of them
also saw the labs where they used to work and went to the lecture hall complex to recall their good old days
spent here.

More and more ex-students kept on arriving on the campus as the day progressed and finally, the alumni meet
was thrown open in a programme held in the evening.

It was inaugurated by I1T-K director Indranil Manna and coordinated by Basant Joshi of 1979 batch.
On the occasion, ex-student Jayanthi Murthy was given the alumnus award.

After formal round of welcome and introduction, the ex-students and their spouses moved out to surround the
bonfire which had been lit to beat the chill.

Earlier, after lunch, the ex-I1Tians reached the airstrip of the institute and took a ride on the glider.

The fun and frolic went on for long. Several activities were held to entertain the alumni and their family
members.

Academia-industry gap puzzles 11'T-M, leading corporates

TNN Jan 4, 2014, 06.59AM IST

CHENNAI: What happens when a research idea comes out of 1IT-Madras? The question and a debate over the
answers engaged the panellists at a late-evening discussion on "breaking boundaries in research between
academia and industry™ at Shaastra 2014 Confluence at I11T-M on Friday.

Chemical engineering professor Raghunathan Rengaswamy said if the issue was about the gap between research
and academia, one of the issues may be the lack of excitement on the part of industry. "The moment we present
an idea before industry, question is whether the product is global or local. That is the target of industry when
there is an innovative idea."

Throughout the discussion, both groups voiced concerns and anxieties, indirectly answering the complaint that
research from Indian institutes, including I1Ts, was not enough. Madhulika Dixit, a biotechnology professor,
said the problem was that India being a 'BPO country', eventually spoiled the growth of key research potentials
in many other sectors. "For example, we lack large-scale research and development funding in biotechnology,
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pharma, agriculture-driven industries,"” she said. "Industry should consider long-term funding for these sectors
and industry should keep revenue for further research programmes too.

Boeing research and technology-India managing director Bala Bharadvaj said researchers should have a clue
about the end-user of their product. "Just because a research is interesting (for the researcher or the institution),
it need not be purchased by industry. They should always think about an end-user, or a customer for their
product,” he said. Let research start from problems, and industry will come to you, he told ‘academia.’
"Relevance is one of the major problems we find with many ideas. Boeing always looks to solutions for
problems from Indian institutes and researchers. We will continue to do that,” he said.

K Ananth Krishnan of Tata Consultancy Services, who delivered the key-note address, said premium Indian
research institutes were already picking up world class research programmes. Indian research campuses would
see the integration of various sectors such as computational and experimental, biotechnology research
programmes in the coming years and decades.

Kejriwal sent invite for 11'T-Kharagpur alumni meet

Sabyasdachi Bandopadhyay : Kolkata, Sun Jan 05 2014, 00:54 hrs |IE

The alumni meet of the class of 1989 at 11T-Kharagpur would have been a regular get-together of old friends
going down memory lane but for Arvind Kejriwal, the new chief minister of Delhi, who has been invited to the
meet. Kejriwal graduated from this institute in mechanical engineering in 1989.

While it is yet not known if Kejriwal will attend the meet or not, his hostel mates at Nehru Hall, where he
stayed for five years, from 1985 to 1989, have written to him to drop in "at least for a few hours". The three-day
alumni meet starts January 17.

"Given his busy schedule we don't know whether he will be able to make it or not. We have requested him to
come over and spend some time with us. The meet will be a great moment for us as one of our friends has
become the chief minister of Delhi," said Rajeev Sharaf of the department of civil engineering, who stayed at
Nehru Hall with Kejriwal and is his good friend.

Saikat Sarkar, another former hostelmate of Kejriwal and friend, said: "We will be very happy if he comes to
his alma mater. We will celebrate anyway but If Arvind comes, it will give us more reasons to be happy,"
Sarkar, who stays in Kolkata, said.

The last time Kejriwal came to Kharagpur was in 2009 when he received the Distinguished Alumnus Award
from the institute.

Sharaf, who runs a business and is now in Delhi, said eight inmates of Nehru Hall from the class of 1989 have
confirmed their visit to Kharagpur. About 100 alumni of that year are coming, Sharaf added. The alumni meet
will have students who have completed 25 years, 40 years and 50 years.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tata-consultancy-services-ltd/stocks/companyid-8345.cms
http://www.indianexpress.com/columnist/sabyasdachibandopadhyay/
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Ex-11Tian develops power converter to prevent energy loss

TNN Jan 4, 2014, 12.10PM IST

KANPUR: Umesh Kumar Mishra, a faculty member of University of California, who had come to attend the
35th reunion of the batch of 1979 at 11T-K, has developed a power converter which is capable of converting AC
power into DC and vice versa. The converter had been developed, aiming to lower down the energy loss during
the conversion of power.

Mishra said: "We have developed this power converter, realising that around 15% of the power goes for a waste
when the conversion is done. The converter reduces the energy loss to just 2%. Therefore, the major property of
this converter is that it efficiently converts the power either from AC to DC or DC to AC."

The converter uses a semi-conductor named gallium nitride. The demand for the power converter is on the rise
in US. Itis being used in Japan since 2012.

People have started using the power converters for domestic use, he added.
He had first demonstrated this product in Japan with a Japanese partner in November 2012.

"My company will start the mass production of the power converters both in US and Japan. The product will be
sold in the markets of US, Japan, China and Taiwan," he said.

When questioned about the cost, Mishra mentioned that every new technology costs high in the beginning but
costs less when the mass manufacturing begins. Therefore, the cost of the product will come down in the times
to come.

Talking about the application at the domestic level, Mishra said that the power converters can be used with solar
panels, inverters, laptops etc.

Recalling the first major research work done for NASA in US, Mishra said, "I and three other members of my
team had developed an amplifier after a hard work of two-and-a-half-year which was attached with the
spacecraft and launched in the space. The amplifier helped in receiving clear signals (images) of the space. This
work was done in 1986."

He informed that the spacecraft later moved out of our solar system (went into deep space) but still sometimes
at a very slow pace, the amplifier sends the images of the outer space.

The high-end technology used in the amplifier has gone a long way in serving several fields, including its use in
the direct to home service which is popularly known as D2H.

"As the time moved ahead, the technology evolved itself and the size of the amplifier became small and its use
increased manifold in different products,” he said.

Mishra completed his BTech in electrical engineering from 11T-K in 1979. He pursued his PhD from Cornell
University.
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Engg Colleges Under UGC Till AICTE Gets its Act Together

By S Mannar Mannan / U Anand Kumar | ENS - COIMBATORE/NEW DELHI
Published: 04th January 2014 07:24 AM
Last Updated: 04th January 2014 07:25 AM

It’s official. Engineering colleges and other technical institutions would be governed by the University Grants
Commission

for the coming academic year. However, this is an interim measure until such time the Union HRD Ministry
sets out to amend the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) Act to give it jurisdiction over
technical education programmes.

Affiliation of BE/BTech and other technical courses was in limbo for 2014-15 as confusion had reigned
supreme over the regulation of technical education programmes in the country following a Supreme Court
verdict divesting the AICTE from governing these courses. In the absence of clear cut directions, all technical
universities in the country had deferred granting affiliation to engineering colleges and technical institutions.
“The HRD Ministry at a meeting held in New Delhi on December 31 decided to grant the power of regulating
technical institutions to the UGC. The draft regulation for technical institutions will be finalised at UGC’s next
meeting on January 10,” UGC Vice Chairman H Devaraj told Express in Coimbatore on Friday. The draft
regulations seek to empower respective State universities to receive applications, scrutinise them and grant
approval for existing and new technical institutions in the country.

In a related development, Union Higher Education Secretary Ashok Thakur said the AICTE Act would be
amended to “basically restore the earlier powers of the AICTE.”
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Mumbai University suspends prof for 'exposing’ vice-
chancellor

Sunday, Jan 5, 2014, 10:36 IST | Place: Mumbai | Agency: DNA

Vinamrata Borwankar

The University of Mumbai on Saturday issued a letter of suspension to its professor from the economics
department, Neeraj Hatekar, for allegedly misinforming the media about irregularities by the vice-chancellor
and, hence, breaching the code of conduct.

The suspension order has come days after the professor held a press conference on December 12, ‘exposing’
vice-chancellor Rajan Welukar for mismanagement of the university.

“The university has issued the suspension letter to Hatekar for misinforming the media and not abiding by the
code of conduct,” said a varsity official.

Hatekar feels the suspension order is the university’s way of counter attacking. “All my allegations are
supported by documents and, hence, cannot be misinformation. Just because | tried to expose the people in
power, they have handed me a suspension letter,” he said.

“They will now conduct a departmental inquiry into the matter and take their own sweet time to come to a
conclusion. Till then, I have no choice but to wait with my hands folded,” he added.

In his press conference, the professor, as part of a group called Joint Action Committee for Improvement of
Higher Education, had levelled allegations such as failure to collect its share of annual student fees from
colleges, several co-opted members on the boards of studies not being qualified, unusable lecture halls,
malpractices in conduct of examinations and dilution of the qualifications for being a PhD guide. The group had
urged the governor to demand Welukar’s resignation.

The varsity refuted the allegations following Hatekar’s press conference and alleged that he had himself
violated rules. “The information provided by Neeraj Hatekar has been provided with an ulterior motive and are
based only half set of information (sic),” said a statement issued by the university.

The statement said Hatekar, who has been a member of the Board of Studies for the past three years, had
attended the meetings only once.

Hatekar has been associated with the university for over 20 years and has over 40 published papers to his credit.
He has also been a part of various committees in the university.


http://www.dnaindia.com/authors/vinamrata-borwankar
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Govt decides on
single-tier exam,
counselling for
engineering seats

By PRASHANT K. NANDA

prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI
11 central government-
funded engineering

schools, including the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs),
will select students through a
common entrance examina-
tion in 2015, merging the exist-
ing two-tier joint entrance ex-
amination (JEE), the human
resource ministry has decided.

As a precursor to the new
admission format, all engi-
neering colleges will have to
conduct common counselling
for students in 2014, according
to the government decision.

Currently, the JEE-Main is
used as a selection examina-
tion for all central govern-
ment-funded technical
schools, including the Nation-
al Institutes of Technology
(NITs) and the Indian Insti-
tutes of Information Technolo-
gy (I1ITs), while students opt-
ing for the IITs need to clear
the JEE-Advanced examina-
tion.

The top 150,000 students of
the main examination are eli-
gible to sit for the JEE-Ad-
vanced test for a seat in the 16
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Government decides on
counselling, single-tier exam

» FROM PAGE 1

IITs and Indian School of
Mines (ISM), Dhanbad.

The human resource minis-
try has decided to merge the

JEE-Advanced and JEE-Main

entrance exams from next year

‘and the IITs have been in-

formed about it, said Ashok
Thakur, higher education sec-

ence of coach-

ing centres on aspirants for the
top technical colleges and
making the admission process
simpler for students.

“For this year, our agenda is
that we want to have common
counselling,” Thakur said. “We
are very keen on joint counsel-
ling. That’s the issue and we
want to get after them (IITs).
Last year, we tried but IIT Del-
hi (the coordinating IIT) was
very adamant.”

Under the current format,
the IITs conduct student coun-
selling first, followed by the
NITs and other top schools,
which are carried out after a
month, especially after the
Class-12 school board results
are available. India has more
than 23 school boards.

While the IITs and ISM ad-
mit more than 9,600 students a
year at the undergraduate lev-
el, other top schools admit
more than 25,000 students. At
least 1.4 million students ap-
peared for the JEE-Main exam
last year and the top 150,000
sat for the JEE-Advanced test.

“This (two separate counsel-
lings) defeats the purpose of a

retary. central exam. What we are ask-

In 2012, the = ing them is to
government de- prepare one
I e About 600 seats at 227, B%
e telllsandthe - fh wmert
and delibera- NITs fell vacant in  that 1Ts feel
tion with the ~ that they are
IITs and other 2012 because Of a cut above
top technical . the rest and
schools, to re- Separate counselling i not advis-
duce the influ- able for them

to sit with
other technology and engi-
neering schools.

The students of many NITs
are very good and joint coun-
selling will help the students
and engineering schools in not
just reducing hassles but will
also help to reduce the number
of seats falling vacant,
says Thakur.

About 600 seats at the IITs
and the NITs fell vacant in
2012 because of separate
counselling that allows a can-
didate to receive offers from an
IIT as well as an NIT at the
same time. :

A candidate who gets an of-
fer from an IIT and an NIT
hangs on to the IIT seat while
waiting for his choice of sub-
ject in an NIT. By the time the

candidate decides on the final
place to join, it is often too late
for the colleges to fill up these
vacant seats. Under the pro-
posed . common counselling
system, a student will get only
one choice. If a candidate does
not accept it, then he will be
given the option to join anoth-
er school.

“The effort should be to
make life easier for students. I
don’t know about common
counselling but if that reduces
vacant seats, then it’s good.
But from a student’s point of
view, a good college with a
good subject choice is very im-
portant,” said Amit Kumar
Biswal, a JEE-aspirant from
Hyderabad this year.

The IITs said the plan for a
joint counselling may not yield
the desired results. “Earlier, we
used to do one round of coun-
selling for admitting students,
the government told us to do
twice and then three rounds
and we have done that. But has
the situation improved? I don’t
think so. Students take admis-
sion and then leave for a better
course or leave for a foreign
school later. How will you fill
up those seats?” said H.C.
Gupta, a professor of IIT-Delhi
and chairman of the IIT-JEE
Advanced exam last year.

A senior administrator from
another leading IIT said a one-
exam system is not a desirable
format. “Once the new govern-
ment comes, they may take a
different view than what the
present government thinks,”
the official said, requesting an-

onymity.
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JEE Main, JEE Advanced to be merged from 2015

Al engineering colleges, including [Tz, will haveto conduct conmnon counselling for studentz in 2014

New Delhi: All central government-funded engineering schoals,
including the Indian Insttutes of Technaology (TS, will select students
through a common entrance examination in 20158, merging the existin
twicrtier joint entrance examination (JEE), the human resaurce ministr
has decided.

Asa precursor to the new admission format, all engineering colleges
will have to conduct common counselling for students in 2014,
according to the government decision.

Currently, the JEE-Main is used as a selection examination for all
central gavernment-funded technical schoals, including the Hational
Institutes of Technology (MITS) and the Indian Institutes of Information
Technolooy {Ts), while students apting far the 1Tz need to clear the
JEE-Advanced examination.

Currently, the JEE-Main is used as a selection examination
for all cerntral gavernment-funded technical schoals. Phaoto:
Hermant Mishra Mint

The top 150,000 students ofthe main examination are eligible to sit fc
the JEE-Advanced test for a seatin the 16 ITs and Indian School of
Mines {15k}, Dhanbad.

The hurman resource ministry has decided to merge the JEE-Advanced and JEE-Main entrance exams from next vear and the [ITs have heen
informed about it, said Ashok Thakur, higher education secretary,

In 2012, the gov ernment devised the two-tier JEE system after almost a vear of protests and deliberation with the 11Ts and other top technical
schoals, to reduce the influence of coaching centres on aspirants for the top technical colleges and making the admission process simpler far
students.

"Faorthisyear, our agenda is that we want to have common counselling,”" Thakur said. "We are very keen on joint counselling. That's the issue
and wewant to get after them {ITs). Last yvear, we tried but [IT Delhi the coordinating 1T) wasvery adamant.”

nder the current forrmat, the 1ITs conduct student counselling first, followed by the MITs and other top schools, which are carried out after a
month, especially afterthe Class-12 school hoard results are availahble. India has more than 23 school boards.

While the [ITs and 15M admit more than 9, 600 students a year at the undergraduate level, other top schools admit more than 25,000 students.
Atleast 1.4 million students appeared for the JEE-Main exarm last year and the top 150,000 =4t forthe JEE-Advanced test.

"This (two separate counsellings) defeats the purpose of a central exam. What we are asking themisto prepare one merit list," said Thakur.
The general perception isthat [Ts feel that they are a cut above the rest and it's not advisahle for themto sit with other technology and
engineering schools,

The students of many MNITs are very good and joint counsealling will help the students and engineering schoals in not just reducing hassles but
will also help to reduce the number of seats falling vacant, says  Thakur,

About 600 seats at the lITs and the MITs el vacant in 2012 hecause of separate counselling that allows a candidate to receive offers from an
IIT aswell as an MT at the same time.

A candidate who gets an affer frorm an 1T and an MNIT hangs on to the IT seat while waiting far his choice of suhject inan MT. By the time the
candidate decides on the final place to join, it is often too [ate for the colleges to fill up these vacant seats. Under the proposed common

caounselling system, a student will get only one chaice. If a candidate does not accept it, then he will be given the aption to join another school.

"The effort should be to make life easier for students. | don't know ahout common counselling but if that reduces vacant seats, then it's good.
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But from a student’s point of view, a good college with a good subject choice is very important,” said Amit Kumar Biswal, a JEE-aspirant from
Hyderabad this year.

The IITs said the plan for a joint counselling may not yield the desired results. “Earlier, we used to do one round of counselling for admitting
students, the govemment told us to do twice and then three rounds and we have done that. But has the situation improved? | don’t think so.
Students take admission and then leave for a better course or leave for a foreign school later. How will you fill up those seats?” said H.C.
Gupta, a professor of [IT-Delhi and chairman of the IT-JEE Advanced exam last year.

A senior administrator from another leading IT said a one-exam system is not a desirable format. “Once the new government comes, they m:
take a different view than what the present government thinks,” the official said, requesting anonymity.
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Times Higher Education
to Add India-Specific
Parameters to Rankmg

Domestic institutions have long argued that the rankings do not take
into account extenuating “Indian circumstances™

URMIA GOSWAMI
NEW DELHI

Indian institutions could im-

provetheirscoresdramatically in -

Times Higher Education’s global-
ly cited World University Rank-
ings as the British magazine has
agreed to develop and include In-
dia-specific parameters for as-
sessment from the next time.

Confirming the development,
education secretary Ashok Tha-
kur said the human resource de-
velopment ministry had asked all
groupings of domestic institu-
tions such asthe II'Ts, National In-
stitutes of Technology and cen-
tral universities to appoint a
nodal person to coordinate with
Times Higher Education to devel-
op India-specific parameters.

Domestic institutions have long
argued that the rankings, which
give 55% weightage to research
indicators and 30% to teaching
environment including 15% to
the faculty, do not take into ac-
count extenuating “Indian cir-
cumstances”.

No Indian institution has yet
made it to the top 100 in the rank-
ings, in which Panjab University
isthe highest ranked domestic in-
stitution clubbed in the group of
universities ranked 226-250.

India’s premier engineering col-
leges, the Indian Institutes of
Technology, made it to the list last
year, with the IITs from Delhi,
Kanpur; Kharagpur and Roorkee
all ranked in the group of institu-
tions between 351 and 400.

The government has been con-
cerned over the poor perform-
ance of domestic institutions in

international rankings and keen
to ensure that the rankings take
India-specific parameters on
board.

There islittle clarity on what ex-
actly constitutes “Indian circum-
stances” except the constitution-
ally mandated reservation quotas
(15% for scheduled castes, 7.5%
for scheduled tribes and 27% for
other backward classes) and the
cross-cutting quota for physical-
ly-challenged persons. But issues
including intake of foreign stu-
dents, foreign faculty, marketing
and branding of institutions will
be addressed while designing In-
dia-specific parameters for as-
sessment.

Academics and analysts argue
that it isunfair to compare India’s
top institutions with Americanor
other western institutions. Cen-
trally-funded institutions such as
the IITs, which have a national
mandate, cannot admit foreign
students at the undergraduate
level, and restrictions on assist-
antships for international stu-
dents make it difficult to attract
foreign students at the PhDJevel.

None of India’s publicly-funded
higher education institution can
hire foreign nationals as regular
faculty memberssince guidelines
prohibit hiring of foreigners for
jobs with salaries less than
$25,000 a year. Moreover, even at
highersalaries, international fac-
ulty canonly be brought inon con-
tract for up tofive years.

The ministry had also ap-
proached the widely respected
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
Rankings to develop India-specif-
ic parameters for assessment.
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ure blood pressure and record phone.
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1t also has a service alled
Catch-up TV, wherein one can

watch TV shows which are

seven days old.

“There is, no need for
recording TV shows. We store
seven days of programming

on our server, and a user can

pnnyalsohan.nomhem
ice, where 100 GB of storage
on the cloud is offered free to
subscribers. This could be
used to store videos, docu-

_ments and _pictures, and

allows for easy peer-to-peer
sharing. This service is avail-
able across Windows, Mac and
Android operating systems.
The opemox has tied up
with Bharti Airtel and
Reliance Communications to
spruce up its infrastructure
backbone. It has set up test
networks of its
connectivity at zones and
areas at the IIT campus, to give
students a feel of the 4G expe-
rience. On a fibre backbone,

“Thlsismerelytotestom
networks and get feedback
from these young users,” said
a Reliance Jio official. He
added that some of the appli-
qanons were developed in-




Page 27 of 33

Business Standard ND 06-Jan-14 p-13




Business Line ND 06-Jan-14  p_4

Govt to launch
Internet spy &
system ‘Netra’

SO0on

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, Jan. 5

The Home Ministry is giving
finishing touches to ‘Netra’, an
Internet spy system capable of
detecting mala fide messages. It
will be deployed by all security
agencies to capture any dubious
voice traffic passing through
software such as Skype or Goo-
gle Talk, besides write-ups in
tweets, status updates, emails,
instant messaging transcripts,
Internet calls, blogs and forums.

The ‘Netra’ has been devel-
oped by the Centre for Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics
(CAIR),alab under Defence Re-
search and Development Orga-
nisation (DRDO).

“The specifications of the
‘Netra’ system can be taken as
frozen following tests by the In-
telligence Bureau and Cabinet
Secretariat, and can be consid-
ered for providing multiple user
access to security agencies,” a
Home Ministry note on Netra
says. 3
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With GSLYV blast-off, India-
a cryogenic rocket power

Isro Gets Closer ‘NAUGHTY BOY’ AT HIS BEST TODAY
To Manned

Geo-synchronicity |
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle fired by indigenous

Cryogenic Quest | Inearly 90s,
India received T cryogenic engines
from Russia; lsm used & for GSLV

Space Missions

Arun Ram |Tau

Sriharikota: For a nation
that has grappled with high-
end cryogenics for two dec-
ades, Sunday marked the tri-
umphant end of a long wait,
one propelled by resilience in
thefaceof repeated failures.
Indian 8pace Research Or-
ganisation’s(Isros) GSLV-DF
roclket, powered by an indige-
Nous cryogenic engine, in-
jected intoorbit atelecormmu-
nication satellite, GSAT-14,
with cloclowork precision. So
precise was the launch that

FULL COVERAGE: F 15

the satelhte reached 40m
within the targeted perigee
(nearest point from Earth) of
178km and only S0km firom
the 86,000kkm apogees | farthest
point from Earth’.

The successful launch
will make one of the cutting
edge  technological breal-
throughs — manned mission
tospace —apossibility

Cry0Qenic engine places
communication satellite in orbit
insync with rotation of Earth

The Launch | Liftoff at 4.18pm.
17 minutes later, GSLV D-5 rocket
injects 1,982 kg satellite into
mighest ortit ever achieved in
Indian space history

» GSLVY rocket can carry
satellites weighing more than 2
tonnes, place them in precise,
higher and transfer arbits. Only
LIS, Russia, Japan, China and
France have the technology

It was 1,000 days of hard work... GSLV has been the

— handling of materials at

Propulsion Systems Centre

higher orhits, fly manned

missions or probes

launches, Tech embargo forced
India to learn to perfect eryogenics

extremely low tempemtures — and
develop its own cryogenic enginge

» Indigenous engine developed
over two decades by 1sro, Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre and Liguid

Benefits | Indiacan put heavy
communication satellites into

missions, send interplanetary

naughty boy of lsro. Now, it has become an obedient boy

K Sivan | G5LV PROJECT DHRECTOR

GELV-DS  lifted off at
418pm from the second
launchpad at Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, the roar firom
its engines drowning the ap-
plause that reverberated in
themission control room.

“tll thestagesof GELV-DS
performed as planned,” Isro
chairman K Radhakrishnan
said. *The mission is a suc-

cess. We dedicate this proud
moment to the country™
With this, India has be-
come the sixth spacefarer af:
ter U8, Russia, the European
Space Agency, China and Ja-
pantodevelop a cryvogenic en-
gine — a prerequisite for in-
terplanetary  probes  and
manned space missions.
While India’s PSLV has

been a roaring success and
the workhorse for its space
mission, it cannot, unlike
GELV, carry communication

satellites weighing more
than 2,000kg into a geosyn-
chronous transfer orbit,

which would have the same
rotation speed as Earth.

‘1,000 tough days', P 15
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Rainwater harvesting can help AAP

Focus Should Be On Constructing, Monitoring RWH Systems, Say Experts

Jayashree Mand | i

New Delhi: Aam AadmiParty
may be yet to achieve its goal of
equitablewatersupply in Delli
but this can be worked out in
the long run. It is hoped that

AAP will take up ramwater

harvesting ina bigway to meet
the massive demand of consu-
mers, especially thosein unan-
thorized colonies, Butthe trick
lie= in not just creating rainw-
ater harvesting structures but
monitoring them constantly
Delhi Jal Board is already
preparing maps of districts
where there are over 2,000
square metres of open space
—which may include rooftops,
roads, drains and green areas-
—to create rainwater harvest-
ing structures. “The govern-
ment should immediately start
preparing for the coming mon-
soons to malke sure there is
enough water It costs about Rs

8-10 lakh to et up a rammwater

RELIEF FROM THE SI{Y

Even if

0/ ofthe
50 f{] potential is
harvested, there can be

huge savings, experts say

COST PER STRUCTURE .

X 30,000-50,000 for 100D litre
rainwater harvesting well

R 8,000-10,000 for recharge pit
{approx 2-3 cubic feet)

approx 800 households ™

» T10lakh

pits, wells ete

for roof-top tanks,

harvesting syvstem for acolony
or block of 400 residents,” Jyoti
Sharma of NGO FORCE said.
Estimates of how much wa-
ter can be harvested in Delhi
are mindboggling. According
to estimates by Centre for Sci-
ence and Environment, 5,600
billiom litres of rainwater can
be harvested in Dellu every
year, Even if half of this ishar-
vested, it can meet the needs of
more than four crore househo-
Ids. FWH i already mandatory
fornew buildings in the city but
there i= no penalty for those
who default nor do we have a
monitoringsystem. There isno
documentation of how much
rainwater has Delhi harvested
till date or how mary RWH st
uctures are currently present.
“There i1s no monitoring
agency tocheckif the system is
actually  implemented  or
whether it's effect ve. AAP gov-
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ernment should focus on con-
serving lakes and ponds be-
caus: they are very important
groundwater recharge zones.
The plan should integrate con-
servation of water bodies with
erecting  HWH  structures
acroes the city™ Sushmita Sen-
gupta, in charge of water poli-
cy advocacy at CSE, said.

It would be more efficient to
work ongroundwater recharge
than storing the rainwater in
tanlks. AAP may also try to re-
use sewage water more effi-
ciently. Prof A K Mittal of IIT
says there will be no water
crunchprovided bulk usersare
supplied only treated sewage.
“Give only treated sewage to
Morthern Railways, industries
and malls. The water saverd can
be supplied to people instead.
AAPshould be utilizing the 70
mrm of rainfall werecemne every
year,” Mittal said.
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Centre sceptical about quota  for DU

DUTA Criticizes Sisodia’s Plan To Reserve Seats For Students From Delhi

AkshayaMukul &
Manash Pratim Gohain| tan

New Delhi: Calling the pro-
posal for reservation of seats
inthe Delhigovernment-fund-
ed colleges of Delhi Universi-
ty for local students a non-
starter the Union HRD minis-
try officials said education
minister Manish Sisodia’s
promise to implement the
quotawillnot be easy to fulfil.

Just weeks before the as-
sembly elections, the then
higher education minister, A
K Walia, had announced that
%% seats in 12 DU colleges
which are completely funded
by the city governmentwill be
reserved forDelhi students. In
16 other colleges, which re-
celve 50% grants and 5% re-
curringgrants, the local quota
would be 50%. BJP had also
promised reservation for Del-
histudentsin DU colleges.

Within a week of taking
over as the education minis-
ter. Sisodia told TOI that they
will implement the previous
government’s decision. “The
previous government an-
nounced it, but didn’tact onit.
To implement it, you have to
come to an arrangement with
the Delhi University and hu-
man resource development
ministry. If people of Delhi
are funding something,
shouldn’t they benefit from
it?,” said Sisodiya.

CAPITAL BIAS

the previocus regime’s plan to
introduce quota in DU colleges
for students from Delhi. About

12,000
28 DU colleges

on Oct 1. 2013

» 90% quota in colleges funded
100% by Delhi govt

Delhi government plans to execute

(683t) seats will then be
reserved for Delhi students across

What Dikshit govt proposed

ing 50% arant for capital work
and 5% as recurring grant

POSSIBLE OUTCOME

» 50% quotawhen govt is provid-

12 colleges slated for
90% quota | Acharya Narendra Dev, Aditi
Mahavidyalaya, Bhaskaracharya College of
Applied Sciences, Bhim Rao Ambedkar, Deen

in these

16 colleges slated for 50% quota |

Bharti, Gargi, Kalindi,

m: TR Maitreyi, Rajdhani, Shivaji,
in these

Satyawati, Vivekananda,

Dayal Upadhyaya, Bhagini Nivedita, Indira m- colleges in Delhi College of Arts
Gandhi Institute of Physical Education & & Commerce, Kamla
Sports Sciences, Keshav Mahavidyalaya, 2012-13 l 2012-13 | Nehru, Laxmi Bai, Moti
Maharaja Agrasen, Maharshi ValmikiCollege cassid MR VRN |21 Nehry, Shyama Prasad
of Education, Shaheed Sukhdev College of Mukharji, Sri Aurobindo,
Business Studies, Shaheed Rajguru College of Applied Swami Shraddhanand,
Sciences for Women Shaheed Bhagat Singh

Criticizing the move, DU
Teachers’ Association
(DUTA) president Nandita
Narain said that “such paro-
chial view and exclusive poli-
cy was never expected from
AAP”. “We will seek an ap-
pointmentand frytoconvince
the minister on this as well as
other issues, This is a central

university and we should not
restrict it to Delhi students.
Therearejustahandful of cen-
tral universities and we
should not dilute their charac-
ter,” she said.

Other teacher groups have
also criticized the move. Aca-
demics for Action and Devel-
opment (AAD) chairman J

Khuntia suggested that Delhi
administration should focus
on creating more colleges un-
der state universities rather
than tampering with the all-
Indiacharacterof DU.

Delhi  University court
member and patronof AAD,V
K Agrawal, said there is no
such provision in the DU Act.
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HRD officials said
education minister
Manish Sisodia’s
promise to implement
the quota, which was
announced by AK Walia
just before the elections,
will not be easy to fulfil

“DU isgoverned by Delhi Uni-
versity Act, 1922, Reservation
of seats is a larger policy mat-
ter and for that the Act has to
beamended.”

DU officials said the issue
is between the two govern-
ments. “We will continue ad-
missionsas perthe provisions
of DU Act. It is for the govern-
ment(Centre)and Parliament
totake adecision as such ach-
ange needs an amendment,”
said asenior DU official.

An HRD ministry official
said, “The funding pattern of
28 Delhi University colleges
cannot subsume the DU Act
that promises non-discrimi-
nation to students from all
over the country. There can be
no reservation in central uni-
versities on the basis of dom-
icile. This could set a danger-
ous precedent in other central
universities. Previous Delhi
government had proposed
this, but we are still to be con-
sulted. Even Delhi University
wasnot consulted.”
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|T-Roorkee gets

notice after mess
food sample fails
quality check

Tapan Susheel =~~~
w htdehradun@hindustantimes.com

ROORKEE: The state food safe-
ty department has issued a
notice to the Indian Institute
of Technology here after food
sample taken from the hostel
mess on the campus failed in
quality check. The notice said
the department would initiate
penal action.

However, the ITT has a period
of 30 days to appeal against the
department’s verdict on the
sample and get it tested in an
accredited laboratory.

If the sample fails the test
there as well, the matter will be
tried in the additional district
magistrate’s court in Haridwanr.

But the food safety officer Dilip
Jain said the action would be
quicker as the [IT had admitted in
a statement at the timeof’ the raid
that its Kitchen was unhygienic.

“It is enough for us to take
action against the T adminis-
tration or its director” Jain said.

Around 200 students staving
at the Rajendra Bhawan hostel
of the IIT were reported ill after
having food from the mess on
September 9 last vear. They had
complained of severe stomach
ache and vomiting.

Many students were diag-
nosed with food poisoning and
were admitted in a hospital.
Following this, the food safety
department raided the hostel
mess and collected certain food
samples. While one of these sam-
ples falled in the quality test, the
result of the others is awaited.

“In a test conducted at the
Rudrapur-based state food and
drug testing laboratory, a sample
of red chilli power taken from
the Rajendra Bhawan hostel
mess has not been found to be of
the prescribed food standards,”
the food safety officer said.



